OVING VILLAGE SHOP QUESTIONNAIRE


Dear Oving residents,

As promised in the Parish Action Plan we have set up a working party to investigate whether it would be possible to have a community shop in Oving village.
So far we’ve reached the following conclusions:

· The only realistic site is in the grounds of the Oving Jubilee Hall.  We already own the site; it has car parking and would attract passing trade, as well as serving the village.  There is room for a building of around 700 sq feet, detached from the Hall on the south side.
· One of the best ways of keeping the construction cost down would be to build the shop from straw bales, which would then be rendered with plaster.  This is a tried and tested method, which could have many advantages:

· cheap, sustainable materials
· simple construction, much of which could be done as a community project

· exceptionally good insulation properties
· environmentally friendly – easier to get grants

· Staffing the shop is a bigger challenge than building it.  Review of successes and failures in other villages suggests that we would need to employ a paid manager and would also need a good number of volunteer, unpaid shop assistants.

· We would need to raise a substantial sum, maybe as much as £100,000, to get a shop built, fitted and stocked.  Some of this would come from grants, but much would need to be in the form of gifts or low interest loans from the community.
Setting up and operating a community shop is a venture not to be entered into lightly.  Before we go any further we need to measure the level of support in the village.  Are you willing to help build a shop?  Are you willing to make any financial investment in it?  Are you willing to help out behind the counter?  And above all, are you willing to give it your business?

Please take time to give us your views by completing the attached questionnaire and returning it to us in the envelope provided.  We will report the results of the questionnaire in Oving Parish News and on the Oving community website (www.oving.org.uk).

If there is a strong level of support, we will enthusiastically work on a project to establish a community shop in Oving.  If your support is lukewarm, we will devote our energies to other things.

Remember, a community shop is not just a service for the elderly and those without their own transport.  It can be an informal social centre, a place to meet your neighbours, to advertise jobs and things for sale, a drop off and collection point for parcels, a tea and coffee shop.  It can be whatever we want.  A final point - it is said that a good village shop can boost property values by up to 25%!
So it is up to you.

Rod Hague, Veronica Migliorini, Chris Wood

Oving Parish Council

	1.  Do you think a village shop in Oving is …………..
	
	

	Vital?
	
	

	Important?
	
	

	Not needed?
	
	

	
	
	


Please answer the questions on behalf of your whole household
	2.  If we had a village shop, which of the following items would you buy from it?
	
	

	General groceries
	
	

	Frozen food
	
	

	Delicatessen items
	
	

	Bread and cakes
	
	

	Milk and dairy products
	
	

	Newspapers
	
	

	Stationery, greetings cards
	
	

	Cigarettes
	
	

	Beer, wine, spirits
	
	

	Sweets and chocolate
	
	

	Fresh fruit and vegetables
	
	

	Flowers and plants
	
	

	Organic produce
	
	

	Mobile phone top ups
	
	

	
	
	

	3.  Is there anything not in the above list that you would want to buy from the shop?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	4.  If the shop also included a Post Office which of these services would you use?
	
	

	Collecting pensions and allowances
	
	

	Using Girobank services, paying bills
	
	

	Posting parcels
	
	

	
	
	

	5.  Which times and which days would you most want to use the village shop?
	
	

	Weekdays 7am to 9am
	
	

	Weekdays 9am to 12 noon
	
	

	Weekdays 12 noon to 5pm
	
	

	Weekdays 5pm to 7pm
	
	

	Saturdays
	
	

	Sundays
	
	


	6.  How much do you think your household might spend at the village shop per week?
	
	

	Nothing
	
	

	Less than £5
	
	

	£5 to £10
	
	

	£10 to £20
	
	

	More than £20
	
	

	
	
	

	7.  How much does your household currently use the Tangmere village shop?
	
	

	Not at all
	
	

	Occasionally
	
	

	Once or twice a week
	
	

	Three or more times a week
	
	

	
	
	

	8.  Do you think that a pedestrian controlled crossing across the High Street to get to the village shop would be………
	
	

	Essential
	
	

	Desirable
	
	

	Not Necessary
	
	

	
	
	

	9.  Would you be willing to make a gift into a fund to build a village shop in Oving?
	
	

	Yes
	
	

	No
	
	

	
	
	

	10.  If we were to sell £50 shares in the village shop, giving a low rate of return, say 1% per annum, how many might you be willing to buy?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	11.  Would you be willing to work on a community self-help project to build a village shop in Oving?
	
	

	Yes
	
	

	No
	
	

	
	
	

	12.  Do you have any professional skills (for example, building, financial management, or retailing) that you would wish to volunteer?  Please give details.


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	13.  Would you be willing to be an unpaid volunteer server in the village shop?
	
	

	No
	
	

	Yes, 4 hours a week
	
	

	Yes, 8 or 12 hours a week
	
	

	Yes, more than 12 hours a week
	
	

	
	
	


	14.  Please state how many persons in each age group live in your household
	
	

	Young people, 0 to 18 years
	
	

	Adults 19 to 64 years
	
	

	Seniors 65 and above
	
	

	
	
	

	15. Please let us have your name and address.  This is optional, but pretty important if we are to follow up your answers to questions 9 to 13!


	
	

	Name:
	
	

	Address:


	
	

	Phone:


	
	

	16.  If you have any other comments on the subject of a possible village shop, please write them below.


	
	

	
	
	


Please return completed questionnaires in the stamped envelope provided.  Many thanks for your cooperation.  The results of this survey will be published in the next Oving Parish News and on the website.
